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an example: "But American railroad builders progressed so rap- 
idly .... that in 1840, or a dozen years after the first crude 
experiment was tried, they led the world, as they have done 
ever since" (p. 31). A few slips were noticed, but they were sur- 
prisingly few. All in all, the book may be commended to those 
who desire to read the romance of the railroads. 

Ernest Ludlow Bogart. 
Princeton University. 



The Beginnings of Texas. 1684-1718. By Robert C. Clark. 
(Austin: The University of Texas, 1907. Pp. 94.) 

The occasion for this monograph, according to the author, was 
the discovery of two hitherto unused documents — Massanet's 
Carta and the Maria Relacidn — and the publication of Pierre Mar- 
gry's D&couvertes et Etablissements des Frangais dans VAm&rique 
Septentrionale, which made it possible to write a more authorita- 
tive account of the early Spanish occupation of Texas than was 
contained, for example, in Bancroft's History. Basing his nar- 
rative largely on this material, Mr Clark has written a very 
readable and interesting account of the early Spanish settlements 
in Texas, of their lukewarm attempts at colonization, and of 
the efforts of the French to push their settlements further south- 
ward and secure some of the luorative trade of that region. The 
story — for such the author himself calls it — is carried down to 
the year 1718, by which time the settlement of San Antonio 
placed Spanish occupation on a permanent footing, and made it 
possible to resist the further encroachments of the French. 

The monograph concludes with six pages of excellent critical 
bibliographical notes. 

E. L. B. 



